RENNES 13-24 jUILLET 2015                                                                 
lundi 13 juillet 
Bienvenue à Rennes!  Apéritif d’accueil  in our new surroundings and welcome dinner in one of Rennes’s acclaimed restaurants.   







DINNER





mardi 14 juillet 
La ville. [le patrimoine; ]A late morning start to help ease the jet lag. Overview of the history of Rennes, proud capital of Brittany, a metropolis of art and history, one that has weathered the centuries through war and peace and flourishes today. After lunch, we’ll stroll through the town with our private guide to discover the very things we were shown this morning, en vrai….



LUNCH

mercredi 15 juillet 
L’école en France: les jeunes et les vieux [famille & communauté]  The current evolution of la scolarité française will be discussed this morning, and a visit this afternoon to a French retirement home will illustrate the different ends of the family spectrum               



LUNCH                              
jeudi 16 juillet* 

 Architécture & le développement durable. [science & technologie] Architecture and the “green” movement have been at work for a long time in France.  A look at how architecture determines living and what impact living arrangements have on architecture.  A fascinating visit this afternoon to an area of Rennes where theory has been put into practice.                  

MEALS AT LEISURE
vendredi 17 juillet*ϯ  
Journée libre! [esthétique: le patrimoine] You’re free to faire la grasse matinée or come with us as we discover the exotic Golfe du Morbihan and its lead city, Vannes.  Surprisingly well preserved throughout the wars, Vannes has morphed into the “town of new horizons” on one of the most beautiful bays in the world.  And the Foret de Brocéliande warrents a stop on the way home, with its legends of King Arthur, his enchantress half-sister, Morgane Lefaye, and the renowned druids of yesteryear.                  








MEALS AT LEISURE
samedi 18 juillet 
L’immigration en France aujourd’hui: intégration ou assimilation ? [défis mondiaux; la vie contemporaine] A thorny topic and a very delicate one for the French.  Ever since Europe has opened its borders, France has become the destination of choice for peoples from elsewhere, overloading the French schools, taxing the medical system, and changing le mode de vie française.  How do the French feel about this?  Couscous for lunch in restaurant marocain; afternoon visit to a non-profit which aids immigrants in integrating into French society. 



LUNCH
dimanche 19 juillet*ϯ   [esthétique: le patrimoine]
Don’t miss this journée de détente in one of Brittany’s prettiest cités located on the Rance River.  Considered a ville d’art et d’histoire, it has so beautifully preserved its medieval ramparts that every even year an authentic medieval festival is organized, La fête des Ramparts. Even though we’ll be visiting Dinan in the off year, there are several boating excursions available, a beautiful ballade along the ramparts that can’t be missed, excellent shopping & dining, and several fascinating museums. All that’s missing are the knights in shining armor! 
LUNCH INCLUDED IN EXCURSION
lundi  juillet 20. La politique française. [La quête de soi]
Hollande, Valls, Sarkozy, Le Pen : with so much going on in France today politically, one needs a guide to interpret the machinations.  We’ll take a brief look at la grogne française and see why the French are unhappy with their political leaders; we’ll study les bonnets rouges from Bretagne; and we’ll have a look at where France stands in relation to L’Europe.  You’ll spend the evening dining with a French family, a rare treat for foreigners.  You’ll be paired off two by two, and we’ll look forward to hearing about your experiences in class.




DINER EN FAMILLE
mardi 21 juillet*ϯ : Dinard-St-Malo 
 Journée libre! [esthétique: le patrimoine] Continue roaming the city on your own today, or come discover two beautiful towns of the Côte Emeraude: Dinard and St-Malo, two cities across the bay from one another.  Sumptuous Dinard, often referred to as Nice of the North, has long been a preferred vacation spot for elegant French society, whereas St-Malo, equally impressive, built its financial empire with the dashing and daring corsairs of France.   



MEALS AT LEISURE        
 mercredi 22 juillet 
L’art et l’histoire. [esthétique]   This is your chance to discover how you can teach both language and culture to your students through paintings and sculptures.  You can teach historical perspective, love of aesthetics, or the Napoleonic wars simply by studying works of art while supplying appropriate vocabulary, giving you another corde à votre arc in your repertoire of tricks to charm the students in your French classes.   MEALS AT LEISURE
jeudi 23 juillet
Journée libre.  Entièrement.  Think about visiting the Mont St-Michel, for example, or perhaps Nantes.  There are also great bookstores and several museums in Rennes to visit.  Dîner de clôture ce soir.










DINNER
vendredi 24 juillet 
Departure is always difficult, but perhaps you can stay longer in Brittany.  Think about traveling out to the Finistère, or down to the lovely artistic town of Pont Aven.  There is so much more to see in the area, and you’ll be well on your way to speaking better and understanding France so much more!
Registration link: http://www.frenchtraveler.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/registration-R-15-.pdf
Link to testimonial White-Easley: http://www.frenchtraveler.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Temoignage-II.wmv   Fackler-Jensen: http://www.frenchtraveler.com/?attachment_id=1840 
Bretonne singer: Nolwen Leroy, Tri Martolod :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTuBnZrLbq0
